FERDINAND    II                       68?

or to pay much attention to events taking place outside
Italy.

Ferdinand II was now a man of forty. In his fine portrait by
Sustermans (taken at about that age), though contriving to
give himself with the aid of armour and other accessories a
formidable appearance, this was no doubt with a view to hide
his real disposition, which, as already noted, was kind, good-
hearted, and weak. He wears a large cloak over his armour and
the cross of Grand Master of the Order of Santo Stefano,

Vittoria della Rovere (whose portrait by Sustermans
shows her as she was at about five-and-twenty) proved a
most unsatisfactory wife to Ferdinand, and was a disappoint-
ment all through. She neither brought him the dowry of the
Duchy of Urbino which had been the sole reason for his being
betrothed to her as a boy of twelve, nor did she make up for
being a portionless bride by any qualities in her own char-
acter. She was foolish, vain, ignorant, and utterly frivolous.
As the result of her education in the seclusion of the convent
of the Crocetta she was entirely ruled by the pnests; while,
having none of the tolerant spirit in matters of religion which
Ferdinand and his brothers possessed, she was a constant
cause of discord in the family. She also had a bad temper, and
the strife which she created soon became so great that for
many years she and her husband were entirely separated,
living in different parts of the palace, and never seeing each
other except when attending State functions; though this
state of things, after continuing for about seventeen years,
was brought to an end in 1659, when a reconciliation took
place.

But the most lasting harm which Vittoria della Rovere
did to the family fortunes was produced by the kind of edu-
cation which she insisted on giving to her son Cosimo, who
was brought up by her from a child with the sort of training
more suited to one who was to become a monk than that